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LILLI WATERS (born 1983,  Armidale , NSW, Austra l ia)  is  a  

Melbourne-based fine art  photographer whose work explores the 

human condit ion and environmental concerns.  Her images convey 

complex emotions: the interp lay of darkness and luminosi ty ,  

s trength and vulnerabi l i ty ,  and the possibi l i ty for new  

understandings based on an awareness of  our dependence on  

the earth .  

 

An ecolog ical  concern a lso finds expression in Waters ’   

underwater st i l l  l i fe ser ies which references Northern Renaissance 

paint ings in l ight ing and composit ion. Her underwater works  

feature l ive mar ine creatures amongst  rocks and f lowers to  evoke 

other-world ly landscapes with a palpable feel ing of space and 

slowed t ime.  Waters ’  representat ions of luxur iant ,  yet  f ragi le 

beauty are a reminder of the imminent loss o f whole species and 

ecosystems as a resul t  of c l imate change.  

 

At first  glance, sumptuous f lora l  blooms decorated with sea  

creatures and g l is tening ef fervescence emerge f rom velvety   

darkness.  This  series  of underwater s t i l l  l i fe  works draws  

inspi ra t ion f rom paint ings by the o ld Dutch masters —images of  

f lowers symbol is ing beauty, nobi l i ty and prosperi ty and the ir   

impermanence. A closer gaze reveals a mash -up: luxe   

Rembrandt -esque blooms are entwined with g(l i t ter ing) plast ic.  

 

This series a lso references one of the earl iest  examples of   

consumerism and col lect ive mania —the Dutch Tul ip fever in the 

early 1600s. The exot ic colorat ion of the most highly prized tu l ip  

during tulpenmanie  was caused by a v i rus tha t infected the f lower,  

leading to a  buying hys teria .   

 

Li l l i ’s work has been exhibi ted to much accla im in I ta ly ,  Germany, 

Japan, the UK, the US and Austra l ia .  Her images have appeared in  

publ icat ions around the globe including Jane by the Grey At t ic  

(Aus) ,  Vogue Liv ing (Aus),  Belle  Magazine (Aus),  Art  Aesthet ica  

(UK), Austrian Liv ing (Austr ia)  and Opera Magazine (Germany) as  

wel l  as  appeared in feature fi lms,  including Fif ty  Shades Darker 

and Fi f ty Shades Freed (USA).  She has been a final is t  in  Fisher ’s 

Ghost  Art  Award (2020), Beaut i ful  Bizarre Art  Prize (2020),   

Du Reitz  Art  Awards (2020), Perc iva l Photographic Art  Pr ize 

(2020) , Nat iona l Port ra i t  Prize (2019), Aus tra l ian Photography 

Awards (2018) and Art  Aesthet ica Art  Award (2018).  

 

 

 



AFTERLIFE 

Archival pigment print on fibre rag 

Edition of 8 + 2AP 

Large: Image size 82.5 x 68cm  |  Framed size 87.5 x 73cm 

Print $2500  |  Framed $3200 

XL: Image size: 112.5 x 100cm  |  Framed size 117.5 x 105cm 

Print $3200  |  Framed $4200 



A STILL LIFE OF DISORDER 

Archival pigment print on fibre rag 

Edition of 8 + 2AP 

Large: Image size 68 x 102cm  |  Framed size 73 x 107cm 

Print $2600  |  Framed $3300 

XL: Image size: 100 x 150cm  |  Framed size 105 x 155cm 

Print $3800  |  Framed $4800 



HOURGLASS 

Archival pigment print on fibre rag 

Edition of 8 + 2AP 

Large: Image size 82.5 x 68cm  |  Framed size 87.5 x 73cm 

Print $2500  |  Framed $3200 

XL: Image size: 112.5 x 100cm  |  Framed size 117.5 x 105cm 

Print $3200  |  Framed $4200 



PASSIFLORA EDULIS 

Archival pigment print on fibre rag 

Edition of 8 + 2AP 

Large: Image size 82.5 x 68cm  |  Framed size 87.5 x 73cm 

Print $2500  |  Framed $3200 

XL: Image size: 112.5 x 100cm  |  Framed size 117.5 x 105cm 

Print $3200  |  Framed $4200 



WORLDLY DESIRE 

Archival pigment print on fibre rag 

Edition of 8 + 2AP 

Large: Image size 68 x 102cm  |  Framed size 73 x 107cm 

Print $2600  |  Framed $3300 

XL: Image size: 100 x 150cm  |  Framed size 105 x 155cm 

Print $3800  |  Framed $4800 



TULPENMANIE 

Archival pigment print on fibre rag 

Edition of 8 + 2AP 

Large: Image size 82.5 x 68cm  |  Framed size 87.5 x 73cm 

Print $2500  |  Framed $3200 

XL: Image size: 112.5 x 100cm  |  Framed size 117.5 x 105cm 

Print $3200  |  Framed $4200 



DISENCHANTMENT OF THE WORLD 

Moving image  |  52 seconds 

Edition of 3 

$9600 



L I L L I  W A T E R S  Disenchantments of the World 



Curatorial+Co. acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the country on which the gallery sits,  

the Gadigal People of the Eora Nation, and recognises their continuing connection to land, waters and cultures.   

We pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. 
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